
Blue Cross and Blue Shield companies believe that all Americans, 
including those with pre-existing medical conditions, should have 
access to quality health coverage no matter who they are or where 
they live. As the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals in TX v. US considers 
the district court ruling invalidating the ACA, BCBSA commissioned 
actuarial firm Oliver Wyman to conduct an analysis of the immediate, 
real-world impact of abolishing the health law, including provisions that 
protect those with pre-existing conditions.

BLUE PERSPECTIVE   MAY 2019

KEY FACTS

KEY FINDINGS 
It is important for policymakers to understand the broad and deep impact that the ACA has on people – no matter how they get coverage.  
The BCBSA-commissioned analysis by Oliver Wyman finds that abolishing the ACA would: 

The Blue Cross Blue Shield Association is a national federation of 36 independent, community-based and locally-operated Blue Cross and Blue Shield companies that collectively provide 
healthcare coverage for one-in-three Americans. To learn more about how BCBSA is advocating to improve healthcare for all Americans, please visit www.bcbsprogresshealth.com.
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• Elimination of the ACA would cause 

a large majority of those with pre-
existing health conditions to lack access 
to coverage. Without the ACA, the 
demographic composition of enrollees in 
the individual market would be younger, 
healthier and mostly from households 
with incomes above 400 percent of the 
federal poverty level.

• Oliver Wyman estimates that most of 
those currently insured under the ACA 
who qualify for premium tax credits or 
cost-sharing reductions would become 
uninsured if subsidies were no longer 
available, as would most individuals 
with pre-existing health conditions 
because they would lose protections 
under the ACA’s guaranteed issue and 
community rating provisions.  

• Oliver Wyman’s analysis underscores 
the importance of the ACA’s reforms on 
coverage for older Americans. 

• Without the ACA, Oliver Wyman finds 
that the proportion of those over 50 
years old in the individual market 
drops from nearly 40 percent to just 16 
percent.  In addition, the proportion of 
those over 60 years old is cut in four 
without the ACA.

• The individual market is an important 
source of coverage for those without job-
based insurance, including small business 
owners and self-employed individuals, 
workers in the gig economy, workers who 
are not eligible for employer-sponsored 
health plans and retirees who are not 
eligible for Medicare. 

• If all ACA requirements related to the 
individual market were invalidated, Oliver 
Wyman estimates that enrollment in 
the individual market would decrease by 
two-thirds. This assumes that insurers 
have sufficient time to develop new 
health insurance products, to have 
those products approved by the relevant 
regulators and to develop the operational 
capabilities (e.g., medical underwriting) to 
market those products.  

12.2M INDIVIDUALS  
were covered through the ACA individual 
market in 2018 – both on and off the Exchanges

Roughly SEVERAL ASPECTS OF THE ACA IMPACT EVERYONE:
Adult children can remain on a parent’s healthcare 
plan until age 26; guaranteed access to a range of 
preventative care benefits with no out-of-pocket costs; 
and no lifetime or annual dollar limits on coverage

https://www.oliverwyman.com/our-expertise/insights/2019/apr/potential-impact-on-the-individual-market-of-invalidating-the-af.html

